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REIT, Advertiſement. 


HE Writer of this Sermon does not think it 
neceſſary upon this Occaſion to ſettle all the dif- 
Ferences between the Account given in the ſecond 
Book of Samuel and the firſt Book of Chronicles, con- 
cerning the Action of numbering the People, leſt the 
rincipal Deſign ſhould not be attended to, whilſt theſe 
articulars might be under Conſideration ; but he re- 
fers the curious Reader to the pains-taking Commen- 
tators. 
He has ſome Quotations and Notes in the Manu- 
ſcript cloſely relative to many Parts of this Diſcourſe, 
which for the ſame Reaſon he chooſes to omit in the 
printed Copy. Fe FE. _—_ 
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| 28 UM. xxiv. 14. 

And David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a 
great Strait; let US fall now into 
the Hands of the Lord (for his Mer- 
cies are great) and let me not fall in- 


to the Hand of Man. 


Y Brethren, I have choſen this hiſtorical 
Paſſage of Scripture to be diſcourſed up- 
on as containing many Things not unſui- 
table to our preſent Circumſtances. Here 
is a Calamity fallen upon a Nation for the Sins of the 
Prince and the People; here is a dreadful Execution of | 
it to the Deſtruction of ſeventy thouſand Perſons ; here 
is the Repentance of Sinners and the Repentance of 
Gop himſelf ; human Sin, and divine Wrath; human 
Sorrow and the Ceafing of divine Reſentment, and 
Thanſgiving to Gop for it, All theſe are pretty 

plainly ſet forth in the Story, to hear which is worth 
your while. | 

And again the Anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 


Tfrael, and he moved David againſt them, ts ſay, Go 


number Tfrael and Fudah. For the king ſaid to Joab 
the captain of the hoſt, which was with him, go now 
throw all the tribes of Iſrael, from Dan even to Beer- 
ſheba and number ye the people, that I may know the 


number of the people. And Joab ſaid unto the king, 
| A 2 now 
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nom the Lord thy God add unto the People, (how many 


ſoever they be) an hundred. fold, and that the eyes of my 
Lord the King may ſee it : But why doth my Lord the 
King delight in this thing? Notwithſtanding, the King's 
Word prevailed againſt Joab, and againſt the Captains 
of the Hoſt: And Joab and the Captains of the Hoſt 
went out from the Preſence of the King, to number the 
People of Tfrael. And they paſſed over Jordan, and 
pitched in Aroer, on the right ſide of the City that lieth 
in the midſt of the River of Gad, and towards Jazer. 
Then they came to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim- 
Bodſbi; and they came to Dan-iaan, and about to Zidon, 
and came to the ſtrong hold of Tyre, and to all the Ci- 
ties of the Hivites, and of the Canaanites: And they 
went out to the South of Fudah, even to Beer-ſheba. So 
when they had gone through all the Land, they came to 
Feruſalem at the end of nine Months and twenty Days. 
And Foab gave up the Sum of the Number of the People 
umo the King: And there were in Iſrael eight hundred 
T houſand valiant Men that drew the Sword; and the 
Men of Judab were five bundred Thouſand Men. And 
David's Heart ſmote him after that be had numbered 
the People; and David ſaid unto, the Lord, I have 
finned greatly in that I have done: And now. I beſeech 
thee, O Lord, take away the Iniquity of thy Servant ; 
for I have done very fooliſhly. For when David was 
up in the Morning, the Word of the Lord came unto 
the Prophet Gad, David's ſeer, ſaying, Go and ſay 
unto David, Thus ſaith the Lord, I offer thee three 
things; choſe thee one of them, that I may do it unto 
thee. So Gad came to David, and told him, and ſaid 
unto him, Shall ſeven years of Famine come unto thee in 
thy Land? or wilt thou flee three Months before thine 
Enemies, while they purſue thee? or that there be three 
Days Peſtilence in thy Land? now adviſe, and ſee what 
Anſwer I ſhall return to him that ſent me. And David 
ſaid unto Gad, I am in à great ſtraight: Let us fall 


not into the Hand of the Lord, (for his Mercies are 


great) and let me not fall into the Hand of Man.. = | 
| 7 


. 
the Lord ſent a Peſtilence upon Iſrael, from the Marn” 
ing even to the Time appointed: And there died of tus 
People from Dan even to Beer-ſheba, ſeventy thouſand 
Men. And when the Angel ſtretched out his Hand upon 
Feruſalem to deſtroy it, the Lord repented him of the 
Evil, and ſaid to the An gel that deſtroyed the People, 
it is enough: Stay now thine Hand, And the Angel of 
the Lord was by the threſhing-place of Araunah the 
Frebuſite. And David ſpake unto the Lord when be 
ſaw the Angel that ſinote the People, and ſaid, Lo, ' 
have ſinned, and I have done wickedly : But theſe Sheep, © 
what have they done? Let thine Hand I pray thee, be 
againſt me, and againſt my Fathers Houſe. And Gad 
came that Day to David, and ſaid unto him, go up, 
rear an Altar untb the Lord, in the threſhing-floor of 
Araunah the Jebuſite. And David, according to the 
ſaying of Gad, went up as the Lord commanded. And 
Araunab looked, and ſaw the King and his Servants 
2 on toward bim: And Araunab went out and 
himſelf before the King on his Face upon the 
Ground. And Araunah ſaid, Wherefore is my Lord 
the King come to his ſervant? And David ſaid, to buy 
the threſhing-floor of thee to build an Altar unto the 
Lord, that * Plague may be ſtayed from the People. 
And Araunah ſaid unto David, let my Lord the Kin 
take and offer up what ſeemeth good unto him: Behold, 
bere be oxen for Burnt-Sacrifice, and Threſhing- Inftru- 
ments, and other Inſtruments of . the. Oxen for Wood. 
2 theſe things did Araunah, as a King, give unto the 
2 And Araunab ſaid unto the King, tbe Lord thy 
accept thee. 40 the King ſaid unto Araunab, 
nay ; but I will ſurely buy it of thee at a Price: Nei- 
ther will I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God, 
of that which doth caſt me nothing. So David 1 a 3 
the Tbreſbing- Floor and the Oxen, for fifty Shekels 0 
_ And David built there an Altar unto the Lord, * 
and offered burnt-offerings, and Peace-offerings : So the 
Lord was entreated for the 2. and the Plague was 


ſtayed from Ijrael, 


A 3 | Obſerve 
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'" Obſerve that the Sin is here ſet down, and David's 


| * heart ſmote him, after that he had numbered the People. 


tt. fd 


* 


The numbering of the People therefore was the Sin. 
The Story does not inform us wherein this Action 
was ſinful, but certainly it muſt have been highly ſo, 


to bring down ſuch heavy Reſentment upon a Nation 


as the Deſtruction of ſeventy thouſand Perſons. 
We are led in a good Meaſure to the Knowledge 
of the Sinfulneſs of this Action by a Paſſage in 


Exodus C. 30. 


] ben thou takeſt the Sum of the Children 1 
after their Number, then ſhall they give every Man a 
Ranſom for his Soul unto the Lord, when thou num- 


Bereſt them, that there be no Plague amongſt them when 


thou numbereſt them. 

But David ſeems to have numbered them withour 
demanding. the Payment of this Ranſom. This was 
robbing Gop, and it was a conſiderable Sum. For 
this ben was a Teſtimony of their Gratitude to 


Gop ; who graciouſly accepted this Acknowledgment 


of him, and ſpared their Lives which by their Sins 
they had forfeited : this being a Propitiation for them, 
becauſe it purchaſed propitiatory Sacrifice to be offer- 


ed on their behalf. — — Time of the Taber- 


nacle it was applied to the 
terwards to the Temple. 

In order to judge better of the Sinfulneſs of this 
Action, conſider the Nature of the 7eiſb Govern- 
ment. It was a Theocracy, that is, Gop was their 
Governor in a more peculiar Manner than of any other 
Nation. He allowed frequent Intercourſes between 
himſelf and his People not allowed to other Nations, 


{c of the Tabernacle, af- 


They had upon many Occaſions Informations of E- 


vents and Directions of Conduct in extraordinary E- 
mergencies by Urim and Thummim, and by the Pro- 


phets; as in the preſent Story the divine Intention 
vas cdveyed to David by Gad a Prophet and Seer. 
And David in the Courſe of his Life was well ac- 


quainted with this, having been ſingularly in the 2. 
N or 


421 
of Providence, Since therefore Gop himſelf was the 
true King of che Jeus, and David only a Deputy, 
David ſhould have conſulted him by thoſe religious 
Methods which God allowed and he himſelf was ex- 
perienced in; but he numbered the People without 
this, and therein offended Gop. | 

The Deſign of David in numbering the People was 
therefore vain, and irreligious : And this may be fur- 
ther collected from the Account which Joab the Cap - 
tain of his Hoſt returned. ; For he gave up the Sum 
of the Number . of the People unto the King : and 
there were in Iſrael eight hundred thouſand valiant Men 
that drew the Sword, and the Men of Judab were five 
hundred thouſand. It feems from hence that it was 
the Number of fighting Men which David wanted to 
know; in this, forgetting his youthful Religion. 
When he was but a Stripling, and combated with Go- 
liab, he could with Confidence declare, that all the A, 
ſembly, that is, the Army of the Philiftines as well as 
the Iſraelites, and all the Earth ſhould know, that the 
Lord ſaveth not with Sword and Spear. But in this 
Action of numbering the People he did not bear in 
Mind his former Religion; he forgat the Lord who 
ſaved him from the Lion, who ſaved him from the 
Giant, who ſaved him from a perſecuting King and a 
rebellious Son ; and like the. pagan Monarchs of the 
World he counted his Numbers and truſted in human 
Strength. Had not the divine Chaſtiſement reſtrain- 
ed this King, who knows but we ſhould have him in 
a ſhort Time, invading the Territories of neighbour- 
ing Princes, and ſending Meſſages of Pride and Irre- 
ligion like that of Sennacherib to Hezekiah. But Gop 
in his mercy rebuked him, and prevented much great- 
er Wickedneſs by chaſtizing him, in leſſening thoſe 
Numbers in which he ſo much truſted. For a Peſti- 
lence flew ſeventy thouſand of them. — Dreadful Ca- 
lamity! And was this the Crime of the Prince alone 


for which the People were puniſhed ? _ 
A4 Iafidels 


18 
Ignfidels may aſk this Queſtion, in order to diſcre- 
dit the Hiſtory, and leſſen the Authority of the Bible. 
And we anſwer : It may, or may-not ; and yet the- 
divine Conduct be unblameable ; there being no tem- 
poral Chaſtiſement that can be inflicted on human Na- 
ture, which the Sufferers upon proper Conſideration 


and Senſe of their own Demerit ſhould not allow to 


be juſt. But let us enquire whether this was not a Sin 
in the People? xt | | 

It was of old remarked by a Roman Poet, that 
whatever Faults the Grecian Princes committed, the 
Grecian Subjects ſuffered for them: but there is a Syſ- 
tem of Laws not reckgoned the leaſt wiſe of Laws of 
human Contrivance which fays, the King can do no 
Wrong. For he is ſuppoſed to ſtand in need of Advice 
in all Caſes, his Adviſers therefore to bad Things 
are Criminals ; and his Adviſers being Members of the 
State, and conſcquently his Subjects, and they them- 
ſelves influenced by others, thoſe Acts which are call- 


cd che Acts of the King, (all public Orders being in 


his Name) are notwithſtanding that, in their true Na- 
ture, the Acts of the Community, and the criminal Na- 
ture of them applicable to the Whole. 

This might have been the Caſe in the hiſtorical Paſ- 
ſage before us; the People might have boaſted of their 
Numbers and Strength; and they who had the Ear 
of the King might have endeavoured to have influenced 
him to number the People, although Joaò ſtrove to diſ- 
ſwade him from it: which helps us to a good mean- 
ing for the Expreſſion in the iſt Book of Chronicles 
where this Story is alſo told (and Satan provoked Da- 
vid to number Iſrael) Satan in Hebrew ſignifies an 
Adverſary or an Enemy, hence our great ſpiritual E- 
nemy is called Satan. The Enemy meant in this 
Paſſage is probably thoſe Perſons who attended the 
King and had his Ear (Joab who was his Friend in 
this had it not) they might be influenced by the People 
and they influenced the King. | # * 
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But before I proceed further in this Subject, I muſt, 
entreat you, not to imagine that any remarks that 
may be made here are intended to point out to you, 


by application, any part of our State as contributing 


more to our preſent Evils than another. ' Suppoling 
that we could know the Authors of our preſent Cala- 
mities, this is — a Time x accule and to —— 
but to forgive and to unite. ipal deſign o 
this ors erent and of this 1 is, to ks 
every Man think himſelf a Sinner, and a principal 
cauſe of our Miſery; That by national repentance 
we may, as a Nation, become objects of divine mer- 
Therefore to the Point: Foab has been juſt men- 
y ot as being a Friend to David in trying to diſ- 
ſwade him from numbering the People; His expoſtu- 
lation as related in the Chronicles is; Why will 
Lord be a cauſe of treſpaſs in 1/rae! : From hence we 
ſhould infer, that Iſyael ſhared in the Guilt and there- 
fore deſerved the Puniſhment. For whether David 
led them into Sin, or they him, ſtill they Sinned. If 
David numbered them without demanding the Tri- 
bute of Ranſom due to Gop, they knew the divine 
Law, and ſhould have payed it; they knew the Pu- 
niſhment denounced againſt the Tranſgreffion of this 
Law was a Plague "hey knew that David could not 
diſpenſe with the Obligation to obey a divine Law; 
they knew that if there was a Repugnance between 
the Command of their King and the Command of 
their Gop, that they ought to obey GOD rather than 
Man. And yet they fi ſinned againſt all theſe circum- 
ſtances of eng They were therefore highly 
Sinful, they were therefore greatly Puniſhed ; cel. 
Puniſhment being a Plague which the Law had de- 
nounced ; and David perhaps chuſing it for that Rea- 
ſon. For ſince he and his People did not obey the 
precepto 24 Part of the Law, he and his People be- 
coming Penitents would ſhew their diſpoſition of obe- 
— | in ſubmitting to the penal Part of it. 3 N 


[ 20 ] 

The introduction to this Story informs us that the 
People had Sinned. For - the Text ſays, the Anger of 
the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael: therefore Iſrael 


had Sinned to deſerve this Anger. For Gap does 


not puniſh the Innocent: Then follows, and he mov- 
ed David againſt them, or David was moved: (For it 
is the Language of the Bible to ſay that Gon does 
things becauſe he is the ſupreme Cauſe, when other 
inferior Beings are the real moral Agents, as might 
be proved by many Paſſages.) GOD moved David 
againſt them is therefore the Same with David was 
moved againſt them, that is, by Satan, that is, by 
evil Adviſers, his People, his Subjects, who drew 
him into the Sin for which the Anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Tjrael. This Language plainly implies 
that [/rael had Sinned ; The Order in which it lies al- 
ſo denotes that the Sin of the People was previous to 


that of David. For his Anger was kindled againſt 


* 


Iſrael before David was ſeduced. It alſo ſeems to 
imply that ſince the Numbering of the People was 
the Sin into which David was ſeduced, the vain Diſ- 
ä litign 85 be numbered was the previous Sin of the 
| 2 being the Caſe therefore, that the People ſin- 
ned, and greatly ſo, in acting plainly againſt the Law 
of God, how comes it, that David ſeems to take the 
whole Guilt upon himſelf ? | Leeds Defy 
Io clear this, it may be obſerved, that almoſt eve- 
ry eminent Perſon and thing in the. Jewiſb Scriptures, 
has ſome typical relation to the Goſpel State of things: 
And that David is in this reſpect a very extraordi 


mary 
Inſtance; being that perſon in whoſe line of Deſcent 


the Saviour of Mankind ſhould be born. We may 
therefore ſuppoſe that David in this paſſage of Hiſtory 
does take to himſelf a great deal more of the Crime 
of the Numbering of the People than belonged to 
him, or does indeed ſeem to take the whole Guilt up- 
on himſelf- x Chron. 21. L it not I that command-. 


ed the People to be numbered? Even I it is that have 
| Sinned 


1 
Sinned and done Evil indeed, but as for theſe Shiep 
what have they done. Let thine hand I pray thee O 
Lord my GOD, be on me; and on my Father's Houſe, 
but not on thy People that they ſhould be Plagued. He 
expreſſeth himſelf thus, not becauſe he was the only 
Sinner or the Greateſt, but becauſe this ſtate of Mind 
became him as a Penitent, and made him truly Typi- 
cal of that great Perſon and Saviour who although 
innocent of all ſort of Crime died for all Offenders as 
if he had been guilty of all their Offences; for he 
took all theis Guilt upon him. One of his lateſt 
Prayers was not unlike that of David. Luke 23. 
34. Father forgive them for they know not what-they 
do.——Theſe Sheep what have they done, ſays David. 
I believe it would be improper to argue from theſe 
Words of our Saviour, that the Fews who perſecut- 
ed him to Death, did not commit a Crime in doing 
ſo. Nothing can be fairly concluded from them, but 
the great Compaſſion of the dying Mediator, and his 
great deſire to make them innocent in the Sight of 
Gor; them, for whom, and by whom he was going 
to ſuffer Death, So in the other inſtance before us 
which ſeems to typify this, the People were offenders 
although David's great compaſſion in his Repentance 
makes him take their Guilt upon him. iT 
Thus David and his People ſinned in the Action of 
numbering the People; I wiſh there was not ſome- 
thing like this Sin of the Fews (for ſuch I will now 
call it and not the Sin of David alone) even in our 
Nation at this preſent time as well as others. What 
is ſo common as to number the Proteſtants of this 
Kingdom, ſeemingly in order to Place more confi- 
dence in the Strength and Numbers of Men than in 
the Providence of Gon and the Juſtice of a Cauſe? 
Did we ſtrive to excel in purity of Life and Manners } 
as well as of Doctrine and Faith, we ſhould thereby 
be more ſtrengthened, becauſe the Lord would be on 
our fide, than by an increaſe of Numbers of Proteſt- 


ers againſt Popery, 


But 


| { 212 ] 

But we do not ſtrive to excel in Goodneſs: Our 
preſent miſeries and this Day's humiliation ſhould 
teach us this. Give me leave to tell you, having too 
good reaſon for knowledge, what kind of Proteſtants 
have lately gone. into the Army from theſe Parts. 


They are ſhamefully ignorant, even of the Princi- 
ples for which they are hired to Fight; And the Ge- 
ity of them are ſo far from knowing the Purity 
of the Proteſtant faith compared . Corrupti- 
ons of Popery; the Bleſſings of ſpiritual and civil Li- 
erty compared with Superſtition and Tyranny, that 
can hardly deſcribe the Walls, or count the Win- 
dows of the Buildings, wherein they ſhould have at- 
tended the Proteſtant worſhip. It is to be hoped, that 
the Military Diſcipline which obligeth them to attend 
divine Service, may give them ſome improvement of 
Chriſtian knowledge, but their preſent ignorance is de- 
Since this has been mentioned, which nothing but 
Chriſtian Charity and co on ſhould have extort- 
ed, let me aſſign ſome cauſe of it, in hopes that you 
who hear will as far as you can, endeavour to remedy 
it in regard to another Generation. 2 
The Parent is the Greateſt and firſt cauſe of this. 
The infancy of Life, which is the Time for receiving 


that Inſtruction which is moſt likely to ſtick cloſe to 


the Heart, is entirely in Subjection to the Parent. 

That is the Time for Schooling; That is the Time 

for forming the Mind and Manners : But alas! thoſe 
Schools are almoſt empty which ſhould be full; and 
every circumſtance of Life is - reckoned of more im- 
portance than Inſtruction. 
The fountains of Knowledge were opened to Man- 
kind by the Reformers at the Expence of their Blood; 
And they ſeem to have declared to the human Race in 
the Language of Jſaiab c. 12. 3. With joy ſhall ye 
now draw water out of the Wells of Salvation; like 
Moſes they have driven away the Shepherds who hin- 
dered the Thirſty to drink at the Wells of n 


[13] 

that Women and Children may now draw Water for 
themſelves. For the}Bible which before that time was 
only read by thoſe who were ſkilled in dead 
. ——-„ wok 

ing I ir Country. t t 
* taught to read the Language which t 
ſpeak, can profit little by the Opening of the W 
of Salvation, wanting the Means to raiſe the Water. 
The Children of Papifts who have now the Bene- 
fit of Charter Schools (the moſt excellent Charity that 
ever was deſigned, and which - will tend more to the 
Increaſe of the Proteftant Religion and ſtrength of 
the Government than all other legiſlative Acts united) 
will certainly out- do the Children of Proteſtant Parents, 
who ſhamefully neglect the early Inſtruction of their 
Offspring. A Philoſopher of old uſed to cry from 
the Fops of Houſes, educate your Children: It ſhould 
now be ſhouted in all Places, that they may bear who 
have Ears to hear. For it is ſcarce poſſible that any pains +. 

in the adult State can compenſate for this early Ne- 

glect: The excuſes for this can not be examined here, 
but they are for the moſt Part idle and frivolous, al- 
though they are very pernicious in their conſequences. 
To return therefore to the Subject of this Diſcourſe 
There is a choice of three Evils propoſed to 

David for the Sin in numbering the People. 
Shall ſeven Years of famine come unto thee in thy 
Land? Or wilt thou flee three Months befor 


e thine 
Enemies, while they purſue thee ? Or that there be three 
days peſtilence in thy Land? David anſwers in one re- 
ſpect as every Man would, I am in a great ſtrait : For 

e Evils were all dreadful ; Yet beginning to come 
to a Senſe of Sin: He religiouſly determines, let «s 
fall now into the Hands of the Lord (for his Mercies 
are great) and let me not fall into the Hand of Man. + 

' Obſerve, that in this anſwer David firſt ſays, at 
US fall now into the hands of the Lord, meaning the 
People as well as himſelf, and then, let ME not fall 
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into the Hand of Man. So, the Hebrew Text has it, 
and our Tranſlation keeps it. 1 
From this I would Remark not only that the 
People were criminal in the Sight of God in this Ac- 
tion of numbering the People, as well as David when 
he ſpeaks plurally; but alſo that David being now ſen- 

: ible of his own Share of the Sin, does like a true 
Penitent, not expecting Mercy upon his own account, 
join himſelf with others, hoping upon theirs to receive 


the divine Favour, let us fall now into the Hands of 
the. Lord. Let again, as à true Penitent ſhould always 


avate rather than leſſen his Crime, he ſpeaks as 


if he alone was a Sinner, Let me not fall into the Hand 


of Man; It may further be remarked that his ſorrow- 


ful State of Mind was ſuch, that not preſuming upon 


the Favour of God on his own Account, he does 
not ſay particularly of himſelf, Let me fall into the 


Hand of the Lord, that ſavours too much of Confi- 
dence for a Sinner; but as more modeſt and therein 
more religious, he deprecates the contrary, Let me not 


fall into the Hand of Man, The Beauty of which, 


. were it allowable to ſpoil it by a Paraphraſe, might be 


#poiled- hs wk 
I am grievouſly perplexed, being ſenfible of my own 


Demerit as well as of my People who encouraged me to 


Sin, and being obliged to chuſe one of three Evils, the 


leaſt of which is almoſt too heavy to be born. All Evils 


are in the Hand of God (the Treaſures of his Wrath) 


even thoſe wherein he uſeth human Inſtruments. Al- 

. though my People have finned they may have Mercy, 
I have ſinned more and have no Title to it. I only am 
the Sinner and they are Innocent; My God lay the 
whole Guilt upon me, but inable me to bear thy Chaſ- 


liſement. There is Mercy in the Choice, for thy Chaſ- 
tiſements are Mercy. What I cannot hope to obtain upon 


my own Account, let me hope upon Account of my Peo- 
ple, thine they are, thy . Sheep, O Shepherd of Iſrael. 


For their ſake leſſen the Puniſhment, —remove it my Cod 


.— lay it upon me — this I cannot bear — the other I 
cannot 
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cannot bope; for Sin - for Judgment. 


Thy Fudg- 


ments are before me — dreadful Choice.” I know the 


Crnelty.of Man, I know the Mercy of God, —the one I 


drtad,; the other I do not deſerve, —let m People, thy. 


People O God fall into thine Hands, and let me upon 
their Arcount partake of Mercy. —Thou teilt not let me 
&r inſtead of them, let me ſhare with them in Pain. 
Thy 1 haſti ſements are Mercies too good for 
me. I deſerve the greateſt, I dread the leafs. Yet the 
Perſecution which I ie ſuffered from Men, reſts ſo 
painfully upon my Mind, that although I dare not aſpire 
directly to the 1 Mercies of — yet O * God, let me 
not fall into the Hand of M. 4 
If in this Paraphraſe Hen may ſeem ſomething Ap- 
parently contradictory, as that the People ſinned in 
the opinion of David, and yet that he alone ſinned ; 
it is no more than what is natural to a Perſon in an 
Agitation of Mind, at fo dreadful a Choice as was 
laid before him, by a Meſſenger from an offended 
God. They are ſuch Sentiments as ſhould ſeem likely 
to ariſe ſuddenly, and by Starts, m the Mind of a 
Perſon affect ionate to his People, penitent to his God 
and affrighted at his Judgments. Sentiments more 
calmly connected and ith. Strictneſs of - reaſoning 
would be leſs natural; yet David does at laſt reh- 
giouſly determine the -Choice : And a Peſtilence de- 
ſtroyed Seventy Thouſand Perſons. © Therefore the 
Truth is, David and the People finned ; David and 
the People repented. Becauſe they ſinned, a Peſti- 


lence deſtroyed Sinners ; becauſe they 5 * 
e 


merciſul God repented alſo, and ordered th 

Angel to ſtop. I is enough, tay now thine Hand. 
This is a comfortable Circumſtance for us to con- 

ſider at this Time. The three days of Peſtilence were 

ſhortned by the divine Mercy ; 2 the Chaſtiſements 


of God being for the good of the Creatures chaſtened, 


whenever they repent his Wrath ceaſeth, becauſe the 
Reaſon ceaſeth. * 


4 


« 


| | [6]. 

Ae David built an Altar, and offered karat offer- | 
ings and Peace offerings upon it to the Lord; fo the 
; +5 — — Ig the Land, and the Plague was 
ſtayed. from Iſrael. Thus the Calamity ended, David 


nd the People returned to God, Ke. 


— they are now in a State of Grace and divine Fa- 
And thus we will leave them in that Condition 
in which all nations hould deſire to be, and come to 
— own 2 ben re the Je n 
we be at nt like ews in 
. we may Ale fron be like them! in 
1 the n = 
e religious meeting upon Tr bor to 
humble ourſelyes before God for this I May 
he who is willing e the * — and 
ſoften the moſt ſtubborn 
of us to be fo truly Penitent as oy Gre — Fr 
Favour. And if we cannot humanly. hope this of ny 
Perſon, in every religious Aſſembly upon this 
occaſion, let us Hope even againſt Hope, as 1 
once did, knowing all things to be poſſible to God; 
or at leaſt; hope that the righteous few may fu — 
fox theſe Nations, and ſave them from the 
faulters when it attempts to utter our Wien — 
them from Deſtruction in every formidable Shape, 
two powerful Enemies abroad, and one more dreadful 
at home two foreign Wars, and a domeſtic Re- 
dellion. Kindred — againſt kindred, Subject a- 
gainſt Subject, and. the dearſt of all Relations, the 
—— inſt Chriſtian 2 . — 
18 A 
tant. Can Religion be che Cauſe of ſo much confu- 
fon? Religion is ever innocent of Miſchief, but Su- 
ition is a Parent of Noodſhedding Feuds. 
not Slaughter as many Chriſtians in 
| — as Popiſh Rome has done in leſs 
than three Centuries., So much worſe in this Reſpect 
is a falſe Belief than not to believe at all; ſo much 


more humarſismatural Morality than corrupted Reve- 
* 


4 
* 
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lation, ſo much better to be an Infidel than a Bigot 
in Superſtition. 2 BS”. 

My Brethren, think not that this Remark reflects 
upon the ways of God, or his merciful Diſpenſations 
of Grace to Mankind. Let God be juſt and every 
Man a Lyar. | | AY 
- Chriſtianity is, in its Nature, moſt excellently a- 
dapted to procure univerſal Peace, of ſpreading uni- 
verſal Charity. Although the Preacher of it ſays, I 
am not come to ſend Peace but a Sword; he certainly 
ſpeaks not of the Nature of true Religion, but of the 
conſequences of it in a corrupt World, which would 
not embrace it in Purity : And not being embraced in 
Purity, it indeed ſets a Man at Variance againſt his 
Father; and the Daughter againſt her Mother, and a 
Man's Foes are they of his own Houſhold. This has 
been found true in Fact. It is alſo true of all other 
things which are excellent in their Nature, when cor- 
rupted they are the worſt, The Violet is perhaps one 
of the moſt ſweet-ſmelling of Flowers, yet putrified 
is the. moſt fetid of filthy things. 

Human Nature cultivated and improved by true 
Morality, that is, by Chriſtianity, is little leſs thay, 
the Angelic; corrupted and debaſed in Vice it is in- 
ferior to the Brutal World. But the Purity of Chri- 
ſtianity is the Perfection of Morals ; This exalts hu- 
man Nature: This raiſes it to the Dignity it once loſt ; 
This promotes it to the Claſs of Angels, and fits it for 
the Society of Heaven: This was the Morality the Son 
of God practiſed ; This is therefore perfect Morality, 
ſince. the Deity is all Perfection: To endeavour to 
Practiſe this is to aſpire to the likeneſs of God; it is 
* ſpire to Heaven, and to enjoy Happineſs with 
Let the Revelation of God therefore ſtand clear of 
all Imputation of the Calamities of Mankind; but let 
the. perverſeneſs of Men corruptly interpreting the di- 
vige Will, and faintly practiſing his noble * | 
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anſwer for all the Wars, Maſſacres and Rebel lions in 


the Chriſtian World. 


We are now therefore come cloſe to the Point: 


The Source of our evils is diſcovered. Sin! is the 


Cauſe of all our Calamities. | 
Moral evil is connected with natural Evil: They 


almoſt go hand in hand together. Sooner or later 


chaſtiſement overtakes the Sinner. Had Adam never 
ſinned, we had never known Sickneſs, Poverty, War, 
or Death. But he ſinned, and we his poſterity alſo 
Sin. Hence Armies of Diſtempers that hour ly in- 
vade Mankind, hence repining Poverty, voluptuous 
Wealth, deſtructive Tyranny, Var and Rebellion ; 
Hence a dreadful Night-Piece of human Miſeries 
which Ink is not black enough to Paint. 

But my Brethren, let us not declaim without the 
Authority of the Bible. Hear therefore St. James. 
Put you the Queſtion, from whence come Wars and 
fightings among Chriſtians? The Apoſtle anſwers : 
Come they not hence, even of your Luſts that war in 
your Members. 

Luft is a Scripture word which ſtands for all Vice: 
Vice therefore is the Cauſe of War. 

Should we not then ſeriouſly lay this to Heart, at 
a Time in which-we ſcarce know how to turn our- 
ſelves, having no point in the Compaſs that points to 


Security. Our Enemies lie on every fide of us and 


within our Boſom. If we look for Alliances ; Alas! 
How precarious are'they ? And with what difficulty 
obtained ? -They who are enemies to our Peace have 


their Ambaſſadors to oppoſe us in all Applications. 
Let us therefore look up to Heaven, where neither 


Bribes nor the falſe Rhetoric of mankind have any 
Admittance. The honeſteſt Prayer is there preferred to 
the moſt eloquent. Or rather whilſt we wiſh to ap- 
prone the Throne of Grace, let us with Abaſhment 


look from it. The repenting Publican would not 
lift up ſo much as his Eyes to Heaven, but ſmote up- 


on his: Breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful to me a 1 
et 


[9] 


Let us leave the Phariſaical Prayer to our ſuperſtitious 
Enemies: They profeſs themſelves the Keepers of 
the Keys of Grace; And open the Temple only to 
their own Votaries: We, although extluded by their 
unmerciful Decrees, will ſtand afar off and ſmiting up- 
on our Breaſts with an honeſt ſenſe of Sin, will hope 
to return from the Houſe of Prayer, rather juſtified 
than they. | | 
Thus let every Proteſtant repent and pray like 
the Publican: Let every Proteſtant think of himſelf 
alone, and not comparatively charge other perſons 
with contributing more to our Misfortunes. If there 
have been Factions, let us forget them. If there be 
different denominations of Proteſtants, let us all now 
unite in one Cauſe, with one Name. 
Our beſt zeal is ſhewn not in calumniating each o- 
ther, not in comparative righteonſneſs or phariſaical 
Pride (Goo I thank thee that I am not as other Men 
are—or as this Publican) but in real grief for Sin, and 
internal examination of the Springs of Immorality, 
a Loathing of ourſelves for moral Foulneſs, and the 
Leproſy of Vice. The Proteſtant Prayer now ſhould 
be like that of David, Even Tit is that have finned 
and done evil indeed, but as for theſe Sheep what have 
they done? we are ſure that we - have offended Gop 
grievouſly ; For our puniſhment is grievous. Of the 
- three Evils propoſed to David, what he dreaded 
moſt, is moſt likely to fall upon us. To flee before our 
Enemies would be a choquing thing. And, if an honeſt 
Repentance does not prevent, it may be our Caſe. 
It is vain to boaſt of national Bravery and gallant 
Troops; The Battle is not always to the Strong : 
What is vulgarly attributed ro human Strength, is the 
Arm of the Lord. If the Lord be with us, we need 
not be afraid tho' an Hoſt riſe up againſt us, and if the 
Lord be againſt us, we may flee although no Man pur- 
ueth, ' | 
- The World may talk of Bravery in what ſtile they 
pleaſe, but true Courage is always founded upon Rea- 
\ B 2 {on, 
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wakerh a ſtout Heart, and the Righteous are — as 
795 Our Cauſe is certainly good, were 

earts honeſt in embracing it: ¶ o efend the Purity 
of Chriſtianity againft the Corruption of it; the Li- 
berty of human Nature againſt the Inſlaving of it; 
Spiritual and Civil Liberty is our Cauſe. But if our 
Sins ſtand in the Way of our Petitions to Heaven, 
we ſhall be deprived of both. The Freedom and 
Reon, of three Kingdoms depend perhaps upon 
this Day's Repentance. Let every Proteſtant there- 
fore Repent, as if the Whole de * upon his re- 
pentance alone. And let him addreſs himſelf to Gop 
with an honeſt Mind accempanying the Senſe of theſe 


Words. Ezra. 9, Oh GOD I am aſhamed and 


bluſh to lift up my Fate i to thee my GOD, for my ini- 
quities are increaſed over my Head: And my treſpaſs is 
grown up into Heaven. If the Heart joins ſincerely in 
theſe Words, there is one already in Heaven to ſollicit 
for the Petitioner, who has made full ſatisfaction for 
every Sin; And who will alſo recommend the Next 


Petition. Jer. 10. 24. O Lord correct me, but with 


Judgment, not in bins Anger, leſt thou bring me to 
nothing. Then may the Lord fay. to thoſe who are 
Inſtruments in his Hands to deſtroy us Sinners. I. 
is enough, ſtay now thine Hand. 

Thus is it in the Power of every Man almoſt to 


fave a Nation, fince it is in the Power of every Man 


to be ſincere in repentance, Were there ten righte- 
ous Perions in Sodom, Sodom would have been ſaved. 

Let us therefore all do as much as lies in our Power, 
which at leaſt is, for every one to reform one; Then 
may we all become Objects of divine Mercy, and 
avert the dreadful Evils of War; That this may be 


our Caſe, may our gracious Gop, the Lord GO Def 


Sabaoth * grant to us, his.diſtreſt Petitioners, who are 
no x before ham, Weeping, Faſting, and Projing. 


* Sead, heb, Holt, 
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Y Brethren, a few words mote. Having now 
hed this Sermon a Second time to you, 
I am not woke * 2 blication ASS you — 
neſtly v it. And although I might poſſibly 
chuſe — worthy Perſon” in the State, of dignity 
and diſpoſition to be its Patron; Yet having no other 
motive in Printing, than I had in preaching it, except 
as to Extent, (it being for more general Information) 
I dedicate it to & O. D. If almoſt the meaneſt Actions 
of human Nature ſhould de directed to heaven (W-. 
ther we eat or drink or whatſoever we do.) Much more 
ſhould the very Acts of Religion, done in obedience 
to legiſlative Appointment. You have here ane 
of the Perſuaſion to. Spiritual and civil Liberty deli- 
vered in Sermons for ſome Months paſt. 
If this Diſcourſe does encourage the Proteſtant 
Brethren to repent of their 'Sins, t6 love one another, 
to unite in the Defence of moral and civil Liberty a- 
gue ſuperſtition and Tyranny, in the Defence of 

e preſent Conſtitution, in oppoſition to the Invaders 
of it; My Deſign is anſwered; And I wiſh. thoſe . 
who ſhall read it the Grace of Gop to accompany 
them, which I hope the Writer had. 

Let us ever bear in Mind the Chriſtian Motto. By 
this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
bave love one to another. We are a Spiritual Houſe, . 
built upsn the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets : 
Love is the Cement of it: By this all the Building 
fitly framed together groweth into an holy Temple; 
By this it ſhall ſtand uninjured ; Plots and Armadas, 
can not deſtroy it: They have already tryed and they 
have been defeated. I am not hurt but daſhed upon 
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dal of Queen Elizabeth, the Device being a Caſtle 
upon a Rock in the Sea. May our preſent Sovereign 


be ag ſucceſsful againſt his Enemies, as that glorious 
Queen was againſt hers. His Enemies, are our Ene- 
mies, his Cauſe is our Cauſe; he fights for the Preſer- 


vation of Liberty and Religion, and we pray and 
fight for him, becauſe he is the Guardian of both. 
Let us therefore all act united, as if we were one Body 
actuated by one Soul. . 104 

One or unity. is very Myſterious. Millions in Num- 
bers owe their exiſtence to Unity, and He, by whom 
all things exiſt, is One. The Deſign. of Chriſtianity 


z to bring all Nations into one; The Bible expreſſes 
tit, to gather together in one, the Children of GO D 


evhich are ſcattered abroad. One is the, Characteriſtic 
of ng up as well as the Attribute of the Deity. 
Upon this Occaſion therefore we ought to be —we 

are One: One in repentance for Sin, One in affecti- 
on for pure Religion and honeſt, Loyalty; One in our 
awiſhes, One in our Actions; Oue in the Houſe of 
Prayer; One in the Field of Battle; Qze in endeavour- 
ing to proveeve to our lawful Prince an earthly Crown, 
in one Hope that every one of us ſhall obtain an Hea- 
venly Crown, That this may be our final Bleſſing, is 


'the Prayer of your Brother in Chriſt and fellow La- 


bourer in the glorious Defence of Spiritual and Civil 
Liberty. 10 HE 6: 


, U 


Ab F iN 


